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MAT BAT FLY— BT 


19 April 1995 


I. The first of the BSSR** too Sanaa 1 serial parades Is little 


A. Close natch of the Neseot shies has begun, since parades 
and rehearsals tears previews!? offered Insight to Soviet 
sir progress. 

B. This vetch vas first rewarded oa § April, shea three, or 
possibly atx, . fomr-engin* Jet heavy boderc vero sighted, 
rehears lag for May Bay. 

1, A second rehearsal, displayed three of the ee we 
bombers oa 7 April, 

9. TWO mors practice fly-tey*# <14 and 17 April) ex- 
hibited as many as six ef the heavy bombers together. 
II. A single prototype of this heavy bomber was flees ae part of 
the Way Bey air parade la *84. 

A, mm of a prototype oa Bay Bay broke a six-year Soviet 

(Aogesf) — " 

precedent of waiting eatll Aviation ©ay^ the second of 
the annual aerial parades, to display nee aircraft types. 
Ell. The sisal taneous sighting of as naay as six of the see heavy 
bombers suggests that the Soviet let heavy boaber program la 


substantially more advanced than previously estimated. 

A. These estimates were based on the assumption that heavy 

sees during last year’s rehearsals and parade van a 

racUMENTNO. 

single prototype. no change in c: 
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CONFIDENTIAL - 

ft* thm asttaatee held that the eeeoad eseh J#t heavy b&stbmr 
«©«a# wt few produced a&til the third <purter of 1955. 

1. wnm this, it was M< that Jet heavy bashers voald 
appear la operational «ait» of the soviet Air Force 
by the cod ef 1956. 

2. it «ae farther hold that 19 hear tea emtld he ia 
•err ice by *14-195? • 

C«. the extent to which thaae eatiaatee must be revised 
will depend on the elghtinge daring this year's liny 
Bay fly-by. 

1. The six heavies already seen will require revieioo 
of the present eetiaate. 

2. shoo id several sore heavies fly by. the revisiea 
will be further affected. 
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